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XXXiv Introduction

in Dante’s concluding sentence, whose final words, however, remind
us of God's role as the only source of both imperial and papal
power.

Before we turn our attention to the fortuna of the Monarchia —both
its impact on contemporaries and near contemporaries, and its
history in the longer term as an object of scholarly study — we should
pause briefly to reflect on the text we have just described. It is equally
remarkable as an argument and as an artefact. The richness and
originality of the arguments Dante uses to defend his thesis are
matched by the intellectual rigour with which they are developed,
and the incisiveness and energy with which the debate is conducted.
But equally striking, on reflection, is the sense the Monarchia gives of
a carefully constructed whole, where formal considerations relating
to how the material is organized, considerations of symmetry and
balance, of sequence and order, play an important part. We have
noted the parallels between the three books, both in the laying out of
the argument and in the framing effect of the opening and closing
chapters — chapters noticeable both for their density of scriptural
allusion, and for their insistent use of the cursus or rhythmical
patterning of the prose to produce an effect of rhetorical heightening.
There are also thematic links and echoes from book to book, for
although each is self-contained, there are recurring motifs which
underlie all three, and which create a powerfully unifying effect. The
donation of Constantine, on which Dante focuses with the full force
of reasoned argument only in 11, x, is alluded to in Books I and 11,
each of which in its concluding chapter had a veiled allusion to the
destructive folly of the emperor’s action — equated in 1, xvi with the
rending of Christ’s seamless garment and identified in 11, xi as the
source of all of Italy’s present misfortunes. Iustitia is a recurring
theme: it is the supreme good in human affairs, in terms of which the
emperor’s function can be defined; it is a key to understanding
certain aspects of Roman history; it is the measure of the church'’s
corruption, for the church makes only a pretence of justice; Dante’s
concern for justice identifies him as the heir to Daniel and to David.
The most insistent and powerful of all these recurring themes is
cupiditas, which signifies both the desire for self-enrichment and the
Iibido dominandi, and which is condemned for its damaging and
divisive effects on society and political organization. It prevents lesser
rulers from achieving peace and stability; it was repudiated by the
great Romans whose lives were lived by the ideals of selflessness and
austerity; it prevents Dante’s opponents from acknowledging the
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